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xRG;—JOlph
In New
District

By ROY RABON

It has been learned by The
Courier-Tribune that Governor
Bob Scott plans to enlarge the
State Highway Commission, and

that Randolph more than likely

will be placed in a new division
with Chatham and Montgomery
Counties.

State Sen. Jeff Allen of Biscoe,
D-Montgomery, and a long-time
supporter of Governor Scoft,
will be named highway com-
missioner in the new division,
according to informed sources.
Allen worked full-time for Scott
during the gubernatorial cam-
paign last year, primarily in the
‘eastern counties.

It had been rumored that Rich- |

ard Earl Johnson, Randolph
County Democratic party chair-
man, might be in the running
for the new highway commis-
~sioner’s post, but a source close
to the governor told The Courier-
Tribune that ‘“Allen is the man.”

The new highway division
will be one of about nine or
ten new divisions created by
Scott, almost doubling the pre-
sent number of highway di-
visions and highway com-
missioners. £

The State is divided into 14
(highway divisions, each with a
lcommissioner, Randolph County
'is in the Eighth Division and
John McNair of Laurinburg in
Scotland County is commission-
er. His term expires July 1, the

date Scott plans to realign the

highway commission.

The governor plans to have in-|

troduced soon legislation in the
General Assembly that would
increase the number of high-
way divisions from 14 to 23 or
24.

It’s understood that Scott
‘plans to wait until about July 1,
the date the present highway
commissioners’ terms expire, to
name new — and additional—
commissioners,

One source close to Scott
said that the governor plans
to use these appeintments to

help insure passage-sf his pro-
posed tax increases.

Scott hag asked the General
Assembly %Tﬁ'n’ﬁt)'ge a five-cent
per pack tax on cigarettes and
to increase the tax on whiskey
by ten cents a bottle.

By dangling the appointments
before the General Assembly,
the governor stands to collect a
few votes in the exchange. Sen.
Allen, for example, would prob-
ably be unwilling to vote against
the governor’s tax package with
the highway commission post in
the balance.

The reason for the realign-
ment, according to insiders, is
to more evenly divide the
number of the highway miles in
each State Highway Commission
division.

For example, Randolph, Chat-
ham and Montgomery — the
(counties in the proposed new di-
|vision — have about the same
|amount of highway miles as the
|remaining five counties now in
|the district.

The Eighth Division’s eight
counties have approximately
6,400 miles of roads, and roughly
2,560 of these miles are in
?andolph and Chatham Coun-

ies.

This means there's onlv 3,840
miles in the rest of the district,
and when Montgomery is added
to the new district of Randolph
and Chatham, then'the mileage
would be about even in both
districts.

Other counties in the Eighth
Division in addition to Ran-
dolph, Chatham and Montgom-
ery are Moore ee, Rich-
mond and Scétland.
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- Randolph Civil Air Patrol

‘Rescue Squad Of The Air

PO THE thousands who tra-
vel the airways of the na-
tion, Civil Air Patrol is a sym-
bolized surety.

An auxiliary of the U.S.
Air Force, CAP cooperates

with the Federal Aviation A- -

gency (FAA), the American
Red Cross, and other agen-
cies. v )

Of foremost concern to CAP
is ‘the welfare of fellow citi-
zens and the national securi-
ty. By participating in simu-
lated as well as actual res-
cue and search missions, plus
various study courses, CAP
genior members are able to
up-grade their skills as li-
censed pilots.

Basic objectives of the

By Gayle Cox |

CAP program are promo-
tion of civil aviation and
flying safety.

“Last year the Civil Air
Patrol was responsible for
saving 47 lives. And as a
matter of record, 70 per cent
of inland searching in  this
country is done by the CAP,”
said Ford Coleman in a re-
cent interview. He serves as
transportation officer for the
Randolph Composite Squad-
ron.

Coleman and Lt. Walt Gor-

don, who is commander of the

squadron here, explained the
various goals of CAP in gen-
eral and, more specifically,
on the local level.

The Randolph Squadron
has intersecting gdals and
duties. :

They Eonduct‘ air search
and ground rescue missions,
emergency  communications
and aerospace education with
training.

And perhaps most import-

antly, their young Cadets re-

ceive similar training on mo-

ral leadership (by the chap-
lain, Rev. Daniels) physical
fitness, general leadership
and the same aerospace ed-
ucation. .

General instructor for the
cadets is Bill Miller.

_SOME OF the specific mis-
sions flown by the local
squadron have been as near
as Ulah and as far away as
Hendersonville. '
“We had one mission in
Hendersonville this year. We
had to look for a lost air-
craft that went down between
Knoxville ~ and  Asheville.
Three aircraft got on that
from Randolph,”  Gordon
pointed out. ;

Last year there was one
major mission at Ulah
where 'a plane crashed.
Membhers of the Randolph
Squadron went down to

RANDOLPH SQUADRON — Pictured before their L-4 air-
craft are senior members and cadets who help comprise the
local composite squadron of Civil Air Patrol. They (first row,
1) Walt Gordon, R. E. Saunders, Michael Varner, Perry
Cooper, Ray Garne, Alan Simmons, Barry Gatlin, Edward

guard the wréckage for the
owners and the FAA,

“Our assignment was .to
keep the plane crash as it
was, intact, until it was re-
leased by the FAA. We pre-
vented anyone walking off
with parts that might have
been valuable to the investi-
gation,” the commander told
a reporter, :

Gordon also pointed out that
the FAA makes investigations
on 95 per cent of crashes, 100
per cent in cases where there
has been a fatality or injury.

And what about the other
5 per cent?

“That would include times
when damage is estimated
under $300, when, for in-
stance, a plane taxis in and
scrapes a wing tip on the
hangar. They don’t file a re-
port on that,”” Gordon said.

LT. GORDON indicated that
a continuous patrol is not

maintained here, although in

some sections of the State
particular situations requir
a ‘patrol. i

Usual flight missions in-
clude locating downed air-
craft and lost or missing
persons. For instance, over-
due hunters and fishermen
are often sought by the
CAP.

One of the biggest life-sav-
ing missions is transporting
serum and blood from one
point to another. And - the
CAP works directly with Ci-
vil Defense, engaged largely
in radio communications and
evacuation procedures.

Practice missions may be
called by the squadron com-
mander at any time without
advance warning. This tests
the preparedness of CAP’s se-
nior members.

ORGANIZED just since
1966, the Randolph Squadron
is well beyond what might be
termed as the fledgling

Gatlin, and (second row) Betty Gordon, Ford Coleman, Keith
Hayes, Bill Miller and Bill Ryckman. Members are given the
opportunity to help “mould potential leaders in aerospace
fields”,

phase. There are 17 senior
members, one the wife of Lt.
Gordon and the only woman
senior member, and 13 cadets
between the ages of 13 and
18.

In the brief three years as
an onganized body, senior
members have realized a
need for sheltering their e-
quipment. They now concen-
trate a major portion of their
energies and efforts on a new
hangar at the airport.

The 35° x 48’ hangar, to be
located adjacent to the T-
hangars, will house  the
CAP-owned aircraft, an L-4
military  designation  for
‘“piper cub”’), two pick-up
trucks, motor trailers and
generator flying equipment.

There are other incidental
pieces of equipment such as
desks, chairs and typewriters
for an office. Tentative plans
include using available room
space in an airport building
temporarily.

General expenditure fo#
construction of the hangar a-
mounts to a $4,583 total. How-
ever, this immediate debt has
already been taken care of.

The squadron had to bore

‘row the money from. a loan

company and will try to re-
pay the amount within the
next year or so.

“We’ll pull ourselves up
by our own bootstraps,”
said Coleman,

“There’ll be donations, we
feel sure, because Ashebore
people are so generous where
there’s a worthwhile need,
We’ll also sponsor fund-rais-
ing projects much like the
car washes we’'ve sponsored
in recent weeks,”” he said.

A white elephant sale will
be  conducted Saturday,
March 7, with all proceeds
going toward the hanger debt.

All persons desiring to don-
ate items for the sale are in-
vited to telephone Ford Cole-
man at 625-5464 or 625-5181.
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Memories Are
Of Good Times
And Days Past

KATHLEEN WILLIAMS sat
on her side porch and strum-
med her ‘“rabbit box” dulei-
3001265

She smiled vaguely, re-

- membering the days of yes-

teryear, when folks gather-
ed on the edge of Central
Falls and “had good times”
just to be together.

Miss Williams, 66 years
old, lives in a rambling
farmhouse filled: with me-
mentoes of those years.

‘“What mementoes! What
years!” she sighs when talk-
ing to an occasional visitor.

“I remember ., . . When
Clyde Tysinger, Wilbur Cran-
ford and some of their friends

- used to come over from Ashe-

boro and bring their musical
instruments in nightime ga-
therings . . .” she reminisc-
ed.

“ ., . Wed play here in
my store, and folks would ga-
ther ’round and spend the e-
vening. '

“Play in your store:” the

| visitor inquired.

“Yes, right there. See that
Little building with the little
advertisement nailed to it?”’

Across a dirt driveway,

By Henry King

(
shaded by the limbs of a
gnarled peach tree, a small,
weather  A-roof  building
stood almost forlorn in ap-
pearance.

It is not visible from the
main road on the edge of
town, and it is necessary to
come up the {driveway over-
towered by hue oak trees to
see it.

“How/ long has the store
been closed?”” Miss Williams
was asked, and she gave the

startling reply: “It is still be-’

ing used.

“Oh, hardly anyone ever
comes anymore;” just once
in awhile somebody will’ buy:
something. Somebody who
lives close by.

“Want to see inside?”’ she
offered. Digging deeply into
an apron pocket Miss Wil-
liams brought out an old key,
rose from her porch rocker
and led the way to the old
building. i

Slowly the door swung o-
pen, as the latch was re-
leased, and th_e panorama of

‘a country store of the
1920’s came hefore the eyes.

The store built in 1923 by
Miss Williams’® parents, Al-
bert and Cindy, is unchanged
from that date.

Only the merchandise on
the shelves has been replac-
ed from time to time as it
was sold off.

. “T still sell' most everything
a little country store is sup-
posed to sell, except perish-
able stuff. I don’t have faci-
lities or sell enough to keep
that kind of merchandise,”

~ she said. y

The tiny store has the usu-
al run of cans of beans,
boxes of matches, or jar of
jelly, but the flavor of days
of long ago is what pervades
the place.

An old timey metal scale
on the counter; an iron leg
sewing machine, a wooden
siool, and calendars on the
wall from many years past,
all give the feeling that one
has stepped into the rural,
roaring Twenties.

“This used to be the ga-
thering place for most folks
around here who wanted to
get together in the evening
for socializing,”, she recalled.

il

 CENTRAL FALLS CONCRETE BRIDGE COMPLETED IN 1929

. .. Overshadowed Old Covered Bridge

SR

\

“Oh, this was not the only
store around Central Falls,
bu. somehow people liked to
ceme here. They felt like it
was like a community build-
g, I reckon.”

' Miss Williams picked up a
small, box-like object from be-
hind the counter. ‘“Do you
know what this is?”’ she ask-
ed, pointing to two small
brass terminals.

“It is part of a coil and a
‘shocking box’ that we used
often in our shenannigans a-
round here. We’d hook it up
and shock unsuspecting folks,
then we'd laugh up a storm.

“Had a salesman come in

here one day, a long, long
time ago. He was leaning a-
gainst the counter when I
pressed the button. You should
have seen him throw his
pencil and notebook high in
the air and then dance from
the current!”

The nightime gathering
place is quiet now, and visi-

tors seldom come to spend

time with Miss Williams. How-
ever she has a keen memo-
ry for times and places and
her home is a veritable mu-
seum of souvenirs of the
“good old days.”

“] remember ., . . when
they were building the new,
concrete bridge here in Cen-
tral Falls. Right alongside
it was the nice old covered
bridge. The year was 1929,
I think,

e ) my‘{ old ca-
mera and went down along
the river and took some pic-
tures of the old bridge as it
was being taken down.

“Look at this picture I took.
Now ' isn’t that a nice, clear
picture of the old covered
bridge?”

Miss Williams led the way
to her parlor, and there the
nicest collection of local mus-
ical instruments to be found
locally was on display.

Fondling the ‘rabbit box’
dulcimer which she had
brought inside, Miss Williams

explained that it was right-

fully called a Fxench Dulci-
mer. ‘“But we have always

: KATHLEEN WILLIAMS AND ‘“RABBI

" cimer.

called it a rabbit box dul-
Doesn’t it look like a
rabbit box?” she exclaimed.

‘“‘Adam Williams, papa’s un-
cle, made it. He didn’t have
anything to work with ex-
cept a hatchet, knife and a
hammer. I don’t know of ano-
ther one in the country like
it,” she said.

In Miss Williams parlor is
an accordian, piano, a regu-
lar guitar, a steel guitar, a
dulecimer, mandoline, violin,
two autoharps and a roller
organ.

‘“Yes, I used to play them
all,”” she explained, “but I
don’t play much anymore.
Hardly ever pick them up,
except to show them to
folks.”

Pointing to a regular type
dulcimer, Miss Williams said

. “That’s an old one, all right.

Mama used to put it down
on the floor when I was a
baby, then she’d give me a
stick to beat on it, to keep

“me busy and entertained.”

She took a crank in her
hand and applied it to the
roller organ, Out came sweet
melodious tunes,
brought a smile to her face.

which

T BOX” DULCIMER -
... She Remembers Good Old Days

“Remember the old time or-
gan grinder and his monkey?
This is the same type of mu-
sic. The only difference is that
this is a cabinet' model,”” she
commented,

“I even used to have a
swimming poel,” Miss Wil-
liams said, looking out the
window towards a now par-
tially collapsed building.

The building of brick walls,
still standing but toppled roof
was used as a swimming pool
in the summer and a flower
house in the winter.

“We'd flood it in early
spring, then use it for a pool
all summer, In the fall we'd
drain it, then put our potted
plants in it for safekeeping in
freezing weather,”

A new-found puppy came
dashing in through the hole
in the back screen door and
jumped up on Miss Williams
as she sat down again.

‘“He’s grand company,” she
said, patting the frisky pet.-

Miss Williams shoo’d sev-
eral goats off the side porch
as the visitor was leaving and
exclaimed, “They get to be
spoiled just like young ‘uns,
if you let them.” - -
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Skeens Mill covered bridge was one of the
interesting places visited by the Randolph

County Historical Society membership Sunday
while on a bus tour of the western section of

By HENRY KING

Randolph County might get
an assist from the United
States Army in preserving its
two -covered bridges,. members
of the local historical society
were told Sunday.

In the first leg of a county
historical tour the group stop-
ped at Pisgah covered bridge
heard guide tour leader Tom
Presnell relate the history of
the span.

During the brief lecture an

official of the society said
that during the recent Chero-
kee Trail exercise he had
talked with several officers of
the military group about pyo-
jects the Army was initiating
in the county.

The officers said that the U.
S. Army engineers generally
carried on improvement pro-
grams in the exercise area as
part of ‘‘the goodwill gesture
toward the civilians” that they
needed to cultivate in their role

‘Randolph Relic Visited By Society

the county. The bridge may be a project of
resforation by U. S. Army Engineers.

(Staff Photo)
i
|

rmy To Aid {ounty
Jridges?

as guerrillas.

Fixing up the covered bridges
and the adjacent grounds would
come ‘under such an engineer'
program if local groups or so- |
cieties requested it, the officers
intimated.

The Randolph County Histor-
ical Society is presently trying‘
to acquire deeds fo the immedi- |
ate acreage around the bridges,
and if it is obtained they will
request army assistance in res-
toration and upkeep of the rel-
ics.

Pisgah covered bridge spans
Little River. It was built about
1920. It is approximately 40 feet
long, and only cost $40 to build.
The only repairs ever made
the overall structure was t
replacement o the shingle rogf
with a tin reof. = L

In relating covered bridge
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